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GILDER, Sydney Clive 
 

Rifleman, 53851 
King's Royal Rifle Brigade 
attached to 6th Battalion,  
London Regiment (London Rifle Brigade) 
formerly TR/13/60848,  
43rd (YS) King's Royal Rifle Corps 
Place of Birth: Halstead, Essex 
Date of Death: Friday, 9th August 1918 
Killed in Action  
Cemetery: Beacon Cemetery, Sailly- Laurette 
Theatre of War: France & Flanders 
Aged 18 years 
 
Sydney Clive Gilder was born in the early months of 1900, at Halstead, Essex, the 
first born of Frederick Charles and Rose Emma, nee Hasler.  Rose preferred to be 
known as Emma and the family lived at High Street, Great Yeldham, Essex. 
 
Frederick had been registered as Freddy, but by the time he was 15 in 1891, he was 
called Frederick and was working as a farm labourer at Scotney’s Farm, Toppesfield 
Essex.  However, he decided that he did not want to work on the land, and by 1901 
he was a railway porter. 
 
Emma had two more children, Basil Ernest, born in 1901 and Beatrice Maud born in 
1915. 
 
Not much is known about Sydney’s childhood or what employment he took up, but 
we know that his father was promoted to being a railway signalman, and that some 
time after Beatrice’s birth, the family moved to 30 Camps Road, Haverhill Suffolk. 
 
As soon as he was able, Sydney enlisted, at Ipswich, joining the 53rd (YS) King’s 
Royal Rifle Corps. This was a Young Soldiers Battalion and was based in 
Northampton. Soon, Sydney was transferred to 6th (City Of London Battalion) the 
London Regiment, affiliated to the Kings Royal Rifle Corps and was posted to 
France. 
 
Sidney was involved in the Battle of Amiens, the opening attack of which was on 8th 
August 1918. The initial objective was to capture Malard Wood, after which the 173rd 
Bde would pass through to take the vital Chipilly Ridge overlooking a bend in the 
River Somme and flanking the battlefield. In the morning mist the battalion drifted 
500 yards left of its intended line through the gullies. At 08.30, as the leading 
companies reached the far edge of Malard Wood, the mist began to clear and the 
battalion was brought to a halt by machine gun fire across the valley in front and so 
dug in at the edge of the wood. The failure to take Chipilly Ridge resulted in heavy 
casualties and there was a second attack the following day. They attacked from an 
assembly trench that turned out to be no more than a string of shell-holes behind a 
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misdirected barrage. It was during this action on 9th August 1918 that Sydney was 
killed.  
 
Rifleman 53856 Sydney Clive Gilder, was awarded the Victory and British Medals 
and is remembered with Honour on the Haverhill War Memorial and at Beacon 
Cemetery, Sailly- Laurette, near Amiens, France. 
 

 
 

 


